US History Before 1877

Book:  The American Yawp, (free online: http://www.americanyawp.com/ or purchase hard copy.)
Office Hours:  Office hours are by appointment and are held via zoom. Contact instructor.
		
Course Description: 
This is an in-person course, however some of the material is online where you will be required to view videos and read documents. The text book is only to provide the student additional context, testable material will come mostly from the lectures and assigned documents/videos.

The course is an introduction to United States history, focusing on the development of American characteristics and institutions, including the forging of a new society from European, African, and Native American cultures. Emphasis will be on colonial and early national periods through the Civil War. This course will trace the themes of settlement, governance, and slavery while seeking to explain the nation’s founding and the causes of the Civil War. How did the United States develop its political system? How has the Constitution influenced the development of the United States? What caused the system to break down prior to the Civil War? 

Method of Evaluation: 
	Reading Quizzes: Students will take thirteen quizzes , sometime between 8 AM and 11:59 PM on the 2nd class day of each assigned week (ie Wed). Each quiz will focus on the material for the week assigned. The first 10 quizzes will be ten questions, worth 2 pts each. The final 4 quizzes will vary between 15 and 20 questions, depending on the material for that week.
	Exams: Students will take three multiple choice/short answer exams. For short answer, the student will be expected to identify and provide significance for the item using evidence from the reading assignments, lectures, class discussions, and any other instructional media or handouts provided. The first two exams are worth 150 pts, the final cumulative exam is worth 200 pts. 
	Magazine Review:  Students will read an approved magazine and write a three to five-page review in accordance with directions. A complete guide for the project is located on Blackboard. The review will be worth 200-points. Bibliography due 4 Oct, Project due 18 Oct. Both will be sent through safeassign link. 
Extra Credit: Any extra credit assignments will be announced only in class and are at the instructor’s discretion.

The dates given in this calendar are intended as a guideline. The dynamics of the classroom might require alterations to the schedule. The instructor therefore reserves the right to make changes as needed. All assigned readings will be found on Blackboard in the weekly file assigned that week.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK7][bookmark: OLE_LINK8][bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Assignment Summary:  						Skim text
											Book chapter

	Week 1 Aug 23:  View Course Introduction on BB, read Bradford            Indigenous America 1

	Week 2 Aug 30:  read Winthrop ‘City on a Hill’ and Connecticut Charter     Colliding Cultures 2
       -Quiz 1 

	Week 3 Sep 6:  Germantown Friends Protest/ William Penn Charter     British North America 3
       -Quiz 2 


	Week 4 Sep 13:            Albany Plan/ John Locke excerpts                            Colonial Society 4
       -Quiz 3 

	Week 5 Sep 20:  Patrick Henry speech/Mecklenburg/Dec. of Causes The American Revolution 5
      -Quiz 4 

	Week 6 Sep 27:  Falconbridge story/Annapolis/Equaino story                         A New Nation 6
      -Quiz 5 
                                   **Exam Midterm 1 – Sep 29

	[bookmark: RANGE!B13]Week 7  Oct 4: Federalist 51/Franklin Speech/ 3/5th Clause/Bill of Rights; The Early Republic 7
      -Quiz 6 

	Week 8 Oct 11:  Washington 8th Msg/ Farewell Address/ Sedition Act/ Virginia Resolution    
         -Quiz 7 The Market Revolution 8


	Week 9 Oct 18:       Jefferson letter to Lewis / Adams Letter/ Monroe Doctrine/ 1800                     
                                    and 1803 slave trade acts                                 Democracy in America 9
    -Quiz 8 

	Week 10 Oct 25: de Tocqueville excerpt and Jackson Message to Congress / South Carolina Protest/ Cherokee Memorial/ 1844 Dem. Platform;              Religion and Reform 10/The Cotton        
                                                                                                                                Revolution 11
      -Quiz 9 

	Week 11 Nov 1: Fugitive Slave Act/ Garrison Speech/ Lincoln Peoria Speech; Manifest Destiny 12       -Quiz 10 
                                     **Exam II – Nov 3

	Week 12 Nov 8:   Stephens Cornerstone/ 1860 Dem. Platform        The Sectional Crisis 13
                 ** Veterans Day, no class 11 Nov
      -Quiz 11 

	[bookmark: RANGE!B27]Week 13 Nov 15: Lincoln First Inaugural and Gettysburg Address/Slave act   The Civil War 14
      -Quiz 12 

	                                  

	Week 14 Nov 22:  **Thanksgiving, no classes this week                      
   **No quiz this week

	Week 15 Nov 29:      Lincoln Second Inaugural/ Hayes Inaugural            Reconstruction 15
           -Quiz 13 


	Week 16 Dec 6: Final Exam week of 6 Dec.


Outside reading assignments/links posted in the ‘Weekly Reading’ file for the week listed above.
   
Plagiarism: Will not be tolerated.  I reserve the right to not grade any paper I deem to be plagiarized. 
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